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Welcome to ICF Education Connections 

  

One way that ICF contributes to the evolution of knowledge about what works in education 

is to participate in gatherings of researchers: 

¶ Forty-eight ICF staff members have presentations accepted for the American 

Evaluation Association Conference in Washington, D.C., November 6-11. 

¶ ICF researchers discussed their findings at the Virginia Education Research 

Association conference in Charlottesville, Virginia in September. 

From early education to K-12 and postsecondary schooling, ICF gives clients the insights 

they need to turn research into practice. Visit our website for more information about ICFôs 

work in education. Want to share Education Connections? Click here to subscribe. 
 

ICF Presents at AEA Conference This Month 

Forty-eight ICF staff members from our practices in education, health, child welfare, 

housing, and family self-sufficiency have their presentations accepted for the November 6-

11 conference of the American Evaluation Association (AEA) at the Marriott Wardman Park 

hotel in Washington, D.C. From our education practices, 23 staff members are represented. 

We look forward to visiting with you at the ICF Booth #45-46. Please stop by! 

More than 3,500 people are expected to attend the conference, whose theme this year is 

ñEvaluation: From Learning to Action.ò Notable ICF presentations include a day-long 

professional development workshop by Michelle Revels and others on her team on focus 

group research. T.J. Horwood and an expert panel will discuss ñInnovative Strategies for 

Overcoming Methodological Challenges in the Evaluation of College Access and Attainment 

Program Evaluations.ò  

 

ICF sessions represent various formats: the panel ñLetôs Get Real: Evaluation 

Methodologies in a Virtual Worldò; the demonstration ñMixing Apples With Oranges--Using 

Meta-Analysis To Synthesize Evaluations of a Diverse Portfolio: Example from the Social 

https://www.icf.com/markets/government/education/improving-educational-outcomes-for-youth-and-adults?_cldee=YW5uZS5wb2xpYWtvZmZAaWNmaS5jb20%3d&recipientid=lead-6ef86e0014fae211b8460050568b002f-1c47ef243a7243a5a93a6ce0d269d60b&utm_source=ClickDimensions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ICF%20Education%20Connections%202017&esid=25f6af8f-e81a-e711-80fb-5065f38a3b81
https://www.icf.com/markets/government/education/improving-educational-outcomes-for-youth-and-adults?_cldee=YW5uZS5wb2xpYWtvZmZAaWNmaS5jb20%3d&recipientid=lead-6ef86e0014fae211b8460050568b002f-1c47ef243a7243a5a93a6ce0d269d60b&utm_source=ClickDimensions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ICF%20Education%20Connections%202017&esid=25f6af8f-e81a-e711-80fb-5065f38a3b81
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Innovation Fundò; the formal paper ñReframing Arts Education to Facilitate Lasting Changeò; 

poster sessions ñItôs Never Too Early: Engaging Your Evaluator from Model Development to 

Implementation Fidelity to Outcome Evaluationò and ñMeasurement Reliability and Statistical 

Power on Pretest-Post Randomized Control Design Analysisò; and the panel with our MSDE 

clients ñMoving Beyond Accountability: Marylandôs Use of Data to Inform Decisions.ò 

To see the AEA conference landing page on the ICF website, visit this link. The AEA 

conference website is at this link. See below for a complete schedule of presentations from 

ICFôs education practice.  

AEA Presentation Schedule 

 Time Room  Session Number / Session Name Session Type ICF Presenters  

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

 8AM-3PM  (21) Focus Group Research: Planning, 
Implementation and Facilitation 

PD 
Workshops 

Michelle Revels 
Ashani Johnson-
Turbes 
Kisha Ivonne Coa 

 4:30PM-
6PM 

 (PREK127) Evaluating the Preparation and 
Development of Educators 

TIG 
Multipaper 

Katelyn Sedelmyer 
Michael Long 

 6:15PM-
7:15PM 

 (2252) Disaster Crisis Counseling: Training, 
Stress Management, and Job Satisfaction 

Panel Lori Anderson 
McGee 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

 8AM-9AM  (2567) Collaborative Meaning Making with 
Primary Intended Users: Leveraging the 
Personal Factor 

Multipaper Caitlin Howley 
Jeffrey Taylor 
Kristen Peterson 
Usher 
Ama Takyi-Laryea 
Kimberly Cowley 

 8AM-9AM  (UIE5) Evaluators as Knowledge Brokers: How 
to Disseminate Information to Promote Use 

TIG 
Multipaper 

Miriam Jacobson 
 

 10:30AM-
11:15AM 

 (LGBTI1) Improving our Understanding of 
LGBT Youth 

TIG 
Multipaper 

Catherine Lesesne 
Elizabeth Kroupa 

 11:30AM-
12:15PM 

 (PREK122) Challenges With and Advantages 
of Including Children's Data 

TIG 
Multipaper 

Shelly-Ann Bowen 

 3:15PM-
4:15PM 

 (PREK123) Strategies for Evaluating Curricula TIG 
Multipaper 

Colleen Murray 
Catherine Lesesne 
India D. Rose 

 3:15PM-
4:15PM 

 (2128) Building the Evaluation Capacity of 
Child-Serving Agencies ï Developmental 
Strategies that Promote Evidence Building in 
the Field 

Panel Christine Leicht 

 4:30PM-
5:15PM 

 (1872) Collecting Program Information from 
the Ground Up: Strategies for Building 
Organizational Evidence 

Panel Astrid Hendricks 
Xiaodong Zhang 
Miriam Jacobson 
Michael Long 
Andrew MacDonald 

https://www.icf.com/events/conferences-and-trade-shows/2017/11/aea-2017
http://www.eval.org/p/cm/ld/fid=540
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 5:15PM-
6:00PM 

 (TIGBM10) Community Psychology TIG 
Business Meeting 

Topical 
Interest Group 
(TIG) 
Business 
Meetings 

Catherine A. Lesesne 

Friday, November 10, 2017 

 8AM-
9:30AM 

 (1877) Mixed-Methods Evaluations of Capacity 
Building in Child Welfare: Strategies for 
Addressing Methodological Challenges and 
Using Collaborative Evaluation Approaches  

Panel Christine Leicht 
 

 1:45PM-
3:15PM 

 (2959) 5th Annual Walking and Talking 
Evaluation in and of the Community: Tour and 
discussion with Casa Ruby LGBT Community 
Center hosted by the Community Psychology 
Topical Interest Group 

Skill-Building 
Workshop 

Catherine Lesesne 

 1:45PM-
3:15PM 

 (1195) The Role of Knowledge Brokers: The 
Importance of Evaluation Use 

Multipaper Michelle Revels 
Shelly-Ann Bowen 
Megan Brooks 

 5:30PM-
6:15PM 

 (1735) Engaging and Collaborating with Tribes 
and Tribal Organizations to Support and 
Implement Evaluation in Health and Human 
Services 

Roundtable Gretchen Clarke 
Beth J. Michel (Bahe) 
Janet Ojeda 
Thearis A Osuji 

 5:30PM-
6:15PM 

 (1135) Making School-Based Evaluations 
Work: A Roundtable Discussion about 
Overcoming Obstacles in School-Based 
Evaluations  

Roundtable India D. Rose 
Elizabeth Kroupa 

 5:30PM-
6:15PM 

 (MVE2) Perspectives on Veteran Community 
Integration 

TIG 
Multipaper 

Jeffrey Taylor 
Yvette Lamb 
Aikaterini Passa 

 5:30PM-
6:15PM 

 (ACA2) Reframing Arts Education to Facilitate 
Lasting Change 

TIG 
Multipaper 

Yvette Clinton 
Sharika Bhattacharya 

 6:30PM-
7:15PM 

 (HSE2) Human Services in Child Welfare TIG 
Multipaper 

Kristen Peterson 
Usher 
 

 6:30PM-
7:15PM 

 (2009) Innovative Strategies for Overcoming 
Methodological Challenges in the Evaluation 
of College Access and Attainment Program 
Evaluations 

Panel TJ Horwood 
Jing Sun 
Nate Hixson 
Samantha Spinney 
Kazuaki Uekawa 
Aikaterini Passa 
Barbara OôDonnel 

 6:30PM-
7:15PM 

 (2995) Letôs Get Real: Evaluation 
Methodologies in a Virtual World 

Panel Hung Pho 
Brooke Shelley 
Katie Campbell 
Kristin Zagar 
Kathleen Korte Wang 
Erica McCoy 

Saturday, November 11, 2017 

 8AM-9AM  (2631) Internal Evaluation: How to Wear 
Multiple Hats and Not Lose Your Head 

Panel Christine Leicht 
Yvette Lamb 
Brooke Shelley 
Hung Pho 

 8AM-9AM  (1284) Setting a Precedent for Violence 
Prevention Practice: Building Evaluation 
Infrastructure and Learning from 
Developmental Evaluation 

Panel Brandy Daniels 
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 9:15AM-
10AM 

 (1533) Building Culturally-Responsive 
Evaluation Capacity among Tribal 
Communities Implementing Type 2 Diabetes 
Interventions 

Panel Christina M Iyengar 

 9:15AM-
10AM 

 (1295) Mixing Apples With Oranges-- Using 
Meta-analysis To Synthesize Evaluations of a 
Diverse Portfolio: Example from the Social 
Innovation Fund  

Demonstration Xiaodong Zhang 
Jing Sun 
 

 9:15AM-
10AM 

 (2475) Moving Beyond Accountability: 
Marylandôs Use of Data to Inform Decisions 

Panel Katelyn Sedelmyer 
Kasia Razynska 

 10:15AM-
11AM 

 (2045) Evaluation Training and Technical 
Assistance Best Practices 

Demonstration Lillian Madrial 
Shelly-Ann Bowen 
Bhuvana Sukumar 
Dana Keener Mast 
Carole Harris 

 11:15AM-
12PM 

 (2597) Data Collection and Analysis 
Strategies: Remembering that Experience 
Alone is not Evidence 

Roundtable Susan Pietrzyk 
Lwendo Moonzwe 
Davis 

 11:15AM-
12PM 

 (CMME2) Complex Design Issues in Large 
Scale Multi-Site Experimental Evaluations 

TIG 
Multipaper 

Jeffrey Taylor 
Yvette Lamb 
Ama Takyi-Laryea 

 

Accepted Poster Presentations 

Time Room  Session Number / 
Track Name 

Title Session 
Type 

ICF Presenters  

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

7:00PM-
8:30PM 

 (2542) Organizational 
Learning & Evaluation 
Capacity Building  

Itôs Never Too Early: Engaging 
Your Evaluator from Model 
Development to Implementation 
Fidelity to Outcome Evaluation 

Poster Kimberly Cowley  
Christine Leicht 

7:00PM-
8:30PM 

 (1937) Research, 
Technology & 
Development 
Evaluation 

Using mixed-methods to evaluate 
mobile health interventions 

Poster Kisha Ivonne Coa 

7:00PM-
8:30PM 

 (2328) Research, 
Technology & 
Development 
Evaluation 

Evaluation of innovative 
technological tools for HIV 
prevention 

Poster Ichhya Pant 

7:00PM-
8:30PM 

 (2800) Design and 
Analysis of Experiments 

Measurement Reliability and 
Statistical Power on Pretest-Post 
Randomized Control Design 
Analysis 

Poster Kazuaki Uekawa 

 

ICF Researchers Report on Evaluation at VERA 

ICF researchers reported on their findings at the 2017 annual meeting of the Virginia 

Educational Research Association (VERA) in Charlottesville, September 14-15.  
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Samantha Spinney and Brooke Shelley discussed ñPromoting Postsecondary Access and 

Readiness: Lessons Learned from an Evaluation of a GEAR UP State Grant Program.ò ICF 

has been conducting a mixed methods evaluation of the Texas Education Agencyôs federal 

GEAR UP grant program, which provides services to students and parents in four school 

districts (seven middle and six high schools) since 2012. Based on evaluation results, the 

presenters offered a summary of ñwhat workedò in one district: a school culture that 

promoted postsecondary awareness and readiness, more face-to-face interactions about 

postsecondary education between students and GEAR UP staff, and students with more 

understanding and higher aspirations and expectations for postsecondary education, as a 

result of individual attention to their needs.  

 

Kimberly Cowley and Nathaniel Hixson presented on ñFrom Macro to Micro: Addressing 

Evaluation Challenges Across a Spectrum of Educational Programs Serving the 

Appalachian Region.ò Their analysis considered four evaluations conducted by ICF, 

including challenges and solutions unique to each study. The Rural Math Innovation 

Network, managed by Virginia Advanced Study Strategies, has an i3 developmental grant to 

support a virtual networked improvement community of rural middle and high school 

teachers. ICFôs quasi-experimental evaluation design is looking at changes in knowledge 

and practice among teachers, and will focus on math achievement among students. The 

Collaborative Regional Education program, led by Jacksonville State University, provides 

teachers in rural middle and high schools with supports designed to increase the college 

and work readiness of their students. ICFôs i3-funded evaluation includes two distinct two-

year randomized control trials looking at effectiveness in achieving these readiness 

outcomes. West Virginia GEAR UP, led by the West Virginia Higher Education Policy 

Commission, supports 50 middle and high schools in 10 high poverty, predominantly rural 

districts. In addition to a comprehensive evaluation, ICF is managing a low-cost random 

control trial study of the impact of mentoring. The Appalachia Regional Comprehensive 

Center seeks to build state education agency capacity and sustain effectiveness over time. 

ICFôs internal mixed methods evaluation is primarily descriptive, with an iterative evaluation 
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cycle that includes formative and summative evaluation, meta-evaluation, and evaluation 

use and continuous improvement. 

 

For more about VERA, visit their website. 

 

 

Promoting Postsecondary Access and 
Readiness: Lessons Learned from an Evaluation 
of a GEAR UP State Grant Program 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/vaedresearch/home
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From Macro to Micro: Addressing Evaluation 
Challenges Across a Spectrum of 
Educational Programs Serving the 
Appalachian Region 
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